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GALLY HOUSE

536 Chartres Strest New Orleans  Orleans Parish louisgians

Owner: Andre' S5, Wogan

Date of Erection: Af'ter 1830,

Builder:; Louis Gally (owner).
Architeot: Unlknown.,

Present Condition: Poors

Number of Stories: Three and attic.

Materisls of Construotions Red brick with wood cormnise and wrought
iron bslooniesz. Hivped slate roof, dormer windows. Courtyard with
slave quarters ih rear,

Other existing records:

Chain of Title in New Orlesns Courthouse (atitamched hereto)
0ld New Orleans by Stanley Clisby Arthur; (Site of

. First Fire, pz. 202) Hermenson, Publisher, New Orlesens,
1936

Additional Data:

On the site of the disastrous fire of Mareh 21, 1783,
today stahds the GALLY HOUSE, & distinotive three-story brick build-
ing, so charactertistic of New Orleans with its blending of French
ironwork and details faintly reminiscent of Ameriocan sourcos,

Built after 1830 by Major Gally in what was then the
fashionable shopping district of New Orleans, the first floor was
used for business and the upper floors as aperitments, The house
is crowded on a small lot; studies of the plan and of the detuils

leave no doubt that the property was built to bring in the greatest
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return on the investment, Inbterior cornices which are fourd in P

similar houses are omfitted and the interior details, after being

messured, were distinetly disappointing, but there is no house in

New Orleane of this period that is so well porportloned or of such
axcellent design.

The first floor has‘arohed openings, the sashes of
which are probably not the originals., ¥o doubt there were blinds
that folded back in two seotions, as at the Lebatut Mansion,

623 Royal Street (HABS Fo. la,-143). At the second floor is an iron
railing of French design., An engraving wes recently brought back
from Peris by a local book dealer that had been vart of an arohi-
tect's scrap book; the date or source is not known, but the design

is identical. The sscound floor openings are typical of this period;
the transoms are decorated end the transom bar returns in the panelled
jemb of the oponing, The lintels are cgst iron, painted white and
Greek Reviwval in feeling, The third story windows are casements
opening in, that originally came down te the floor and had an iron
railing, as is seen in numerous examples on Royal Street, The lower
panels were closed later, as is svidenced by the patched brickwork,
These windows have louvre blinds in contrast to the panslled shutters
of the lower floors.

The cornice of wood with the lovely carved Adam swags
in the freize and with the high pitched slate roof is the dominant
feature of the design, Simlilar examples of this cornice are to be

found in Royal and Bourbon Streets, but none have its deliecacy
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and restraint. So that the top member of the cornice with its
coucealed gutter may be as light as possible, the soffit rests on
one~half by two inch iron strapss. The dormers are well designed
with semi-tircular heeds, somewhat French in character but gquite
Americen in deteil and soals, As is oommon in New Orleans, the
wmg® roof of the dormer buts into the semi-circular headed front.
Flashing et this point was diffiocult and none of this type remains
todey in perfect condtion. The slate used is what in known as
"Welsh"; probably a purple slate that is now a faded grayish pink.
There are menifests of that dete whioh show these were probably
imported from Englend.

The interior detail, loeel Classiesl Revivel in feeling,
has & narrow moulded trim with corner blocks undséocorated end high
plinth blooks at the basse. ‘The stair is good, of French plan with
its denced winders to give s smooth curve to the rail; e feature
that in a few yeers waz forgotten. Also characteristic of that perliod
is the far light over thejtigéggg—door of the double parlours,

Thé servents quarters, where was also the privys,
is an interesting outbuilding with the stepped side wall and the
curved brick wall conneoting with the mein house. This is e local
feature of which few eéxamples remein. Unfortumately the courtyerd
is too small +to show properly the arched openings of the lower floor
and the uprer fanlight of the hall.

Louis Gally, the bullder, was bora in Franoe in 1794

and cemé to New Orleans about 1830, The "Battallion d"Artillerie™
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was founded by him and during the Mexicen War he served as a -

Majors. FPis protrait hangs on the walls of the stairwey of the Cabildo.

He died in 1860 and was buried in St, Iouls Cemstery HNo. 2,

CEAIN OF TITLE

Square No. 27 Lot Fo. 21 Assessed at $5,100.00
Size 47.25 feet by 69.25 feel, .

g
COB 455 ~ pgre 463 June 10, 1930,

Succession of Miss Loulsgs Celine Gally and Mrs.
Merie leontine Gally, Widow of Alcide Viogan,

Judgrent putting in possession L. Andre’ Wogan,
son of the deoeased lMrs: Marie leontine GallysTwo certeain lots of
ground with buildings, improvements, etc., in the Second District
in sguare bounded by Chartres, Toulouse, Levee and St. Louls Streets,
Measuring 22' front on Chartres Street by 70' in depth and front on
Toulouse Streets, and the other lot adjocining, measuring 26' front
on Chertres Street by a depth of 70', the whole in American messure,

COB 105 - pg. 261 March 7, 1874

Hypolite Gally to Misses Celine Gally mnd Leontine
Gally =~ By sct pessed before A. Ducatel, New Orlesns, March &, 1874,

Two lots of ground as per ebove descripbicn, obtained by
inheritence, Judgment No, 11171 rendered December 30, 1858, not
registered, Sale mede for $17,000.00 cash,

Seme lcts secquired by Louis Gally, father of Hippolyte,
from Mennel &ndry, as per hct before Felix des Armes, June 23, 1830,

F. des lrmas =  Act 603 June 23, 1830

Sale of lots as per above description -~ Manuel Andry
to Louis Gally, public suction, May 29, 1830, forming part of a let
of ground acquired by Manuel lLendry from Christoval des drmas;

Act before FPierre Pedesolaux, N, P., February 21, 1807, Consideration
£12,000.00

Act of Plerre Pedescleux February 2, 1807

Christophe des #rmes sold to kanuel fndry, s lot with
all buildings thereon, sltuate corner of Toulouse end Chartres Streets,
etc. » etc,



Christophe des Armas scquired from Louis Duchene, as

per act before Ferd, Rodriguez, Jammery 15, 1788,

£18,000,00

March 24, 1937

Acts of Jepuary 15, 1788 lost.

{YEAR OF FIRST FIRE)

Approved
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Congideration
No plens.

Richard Koch, District Officer
HISTORIC ARKRICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

IN LOUISIANA



